
Curriculum Vita – Jonathan L. Sessler
Education and Employment Summary: Prof. Jonathan L. Sessler (sessler@cm.utexas.edu; PH: 512 471-5009; cell PH: 512 203-2121) was born in Urbana, Illinois, USA on May 20, 1956. He received a B.S. degree (with Highest Honors) in chemistry in 1977 from the University of California, Berkeley. He obtained a Ph.D. in organic chemistry from Stanford University in 1982 (supervisor: Prof. J. P. Collman).  He was a NSF-CNRS and NSF-NATO Postdoctoral Fellow with Prof. Jean-Marie Lehn at L'Université Louis Pasteur de Strasbourg, France. He was then a JSPS Visiting Scientist in Prof. Tabushi's group in Kyoto, Japan. In September 1984 he accepted a position as Assistant Professor of Chemistry at the University of Texas at Austin, where he is currently the Doherty-Welch Chair. He served as a WCU Professor at Yonsei University from 2007-2012 and as a Visiting Distinguished Professor and Director of the Center for Supramolecular Chemistry and Catalysis at Shanghai University from Sept. 2015 until August of 2020.
Medical History: Dr. Sessler is a three-time cancer survivor and a current cancer patient.
Output: Dr. Sessler has authored >960 research publications, of which over 200 are in the J. Am. Chem. Soc. (plus >45 in Angew. Chem., 10 in Chem (Cell Press), 7 in Nature Chem., 3 in Nature and 1 in Science). Dr. Sessler has co-authored two books (with Dr. Steve Weghorn and Drs. Philip Gale and Won-Seob Cho, respectively), edited two others (with Drs. Susan Doctrow, Tom McMurry, and Stephen J. Lippard and Drs. Mei-Xiang Wang and Placido Neri), and been an inventor on over 80 U.S. Patents. Dr. Sessler’s work has been featured on more than 60 journal or book covers. His current Web of Science h-index is 125. His work has been cited >50,000 times not counting self-citations. He has given >700 invited/named/plenary lecturers. He currently has 5 grants (NIH, DOE(2x), and NSF(2x)) and has raised many millions of dollars over the course of his career.
Entrepreneurial Activities: Dr. Sessler was a co-founder (with Dr. Richard A. Miller) of Pharmacyclics, Inc., a publicly traded company (PCYC; NASDQ) dedicated to developing new cancer therapies that was acquired by AbbVie for $21B in 2015. A drug developed by Pharmacyclics, Inc. (Imbruvica) is being used to treat ca. 40% of all leukemia patients. In September of 2019, technology from his laboratory designed to overcome platinum-resistant solid tumors was licensed to the IQ Global Group. That technology is now the basis for a new company, InnovoTEX, of which Dr. Sessler is a co-founder.
Synergistic and Outreach Activities: Dr. Sessler served two full terms on NIH Study Sections and part of a 3rd full term (June 2019-July 2020). He was the co-organizer of several international conferences in porphyrin, supramolecular, and macrocyclic chemistry and numerous ACS symposia. Dr. Sessler was an Associate Editor for ChemComm for 11 years and has been or is a member of the editorial advisory boards of Acc. Chem. Res., Inorg. Chem., Chem., and J. Organic Chemistry. Dr. Sessler is the US National Representative for the Society of Porphyrins and Phthalocyanines and a member of the Organizing Committee for the International Symposium on Macrocyclic and Supramolecular Chemistry, the Calixarenes, Molecular Sensors and Logic Devices, and Chemistry Applied to Sensing and the Environment meetings. In addition to English, Dr. Sessler speaks French, Hebrew, Spanish, some German and Japanese and a tiny bit of Korean. 
Contributions to Education: Dr. Sessler is an award-winning teacher who has mentored more than 250 PhD and postdoctorals, and dozens of undergraduate students. Many are pursuing academic careers, including Toronto (Hargrove), Trinity (Urbach), Oregon (Johnson), Arizona (Tomat), Tulane (Jayawickramarajah), Texas Tech (Gorden), Tokyo (Shionoya), Kyushu (Hisaeda, Furuta), Kansai (Ohya), Tokyo Metropolitan (Kubo), Zhejiang (Li), Beijing Normal (Gong, Ke), Sydney TU (Gale), ENS Lyon (Bucher), Université Lyon (Andrioletti), Kings College London (Sedgwick).
Honors and Fellowships: 1984 Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation Award for Newly Appointed Faculty; 1985 Univ. of Texas at Austin (UT Austin), College of Natural Science (CNS) Teaching Excellence Award; 1986 National Science Foundation Presidential Young Investigator; 1988 UT Austin, President's Associates Teaching Excellence Award; 1988 Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation Teacher-Scholar Award; 1989 Sloan Fellow, 1989-1991; 1990 UT Austin, CNS Teaching Excellence Award; 1991 Arthur C. Cope Scholar Award; 1992 Outstanding Professor, CNS, UT Austin; 1992 Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science, Visiting Senior Scientist; 1992 Alexander von Humboldt Stifung, Senior Visiting Scientist; 1994 Watkins Distinguished Visiting Professorship, Wichita State University; 1999 Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science; 2000 UT Austin, CNS Teaching Excellence Award; 2001 Visiting Professor, Université de Paris VI; 2001 Izatt-Christensen Award in Macrocyclic Chemistry; 2002 Fishel Memorial Lecturer, Vanderbilt University; 2002 Visiting Professor, University of Southampton, 2002-2008; 2003 Leermakers Symposium, Distinguished Lecturer; 2003 Sidney Pollack Lecturer, Technion University; 2003 Spanish National Visiting Professorship, Universidad Autonoma de Madrid; 2004 Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science, Visiting Senior Scientist; 2005 Visiting Professor, Université Louis Pasteur de Strasbourg; 2005 40th Anniversary Chem. Commun. Lecturer; 2007 Grollman Lecturer, Univ. of Maryland School of Pharmacy; 2009 Evans Fellow, University of Otago, New Zealand; 2009 Prof. Invité, Université de Grenoble; 2009 Fulbright Specialist; 2009 Distinguished Visiting Professor, University of Auckland, New Zealand; 2009 WCU Professor, Yonsei University; 2010 Landsdowne Lecturer, University of Victoria, BC Canada; 2010 Fellow, Royal Society of Chemistry; 2011 Centenary Award, Royal Society of Chemistry; 2011 Rhoads/Raulins Lecture, Univ. of Wyoming; 2012 Honorary Professor, Jiangsu University, China; 2013 Honorary Member, Israel Chemical Society; 2013 Southwest Regional ACS Award; 2014 Molecular Sensors and Molecular Logic Gates Award (with Prof. Shinkai); 2015 Ken Raymond Lecturer, UC Berkeley; 2015 Fellow National Academy of Inventors; 2016 Hans A. Fischer Award, Society of Porphyrins and Phthalocyanines; 2016 Emanuel Vogel Memorial Lecture, Unversität zu Köln; 2016 Inventor of the Year, UT Austin; 2017 Klemmer Lecture, Univ. of Oregon; 2017 Xinda Lecturer Peking University; 2017 CASE-2017 Award; 2017 Roegnik Lecture, Ohio University; 2018 Thomas Dougherty Award in Photodynamic Therapy; 2018 Howard Lecturer Universities of Sydney and New South Wales; 2018 Elected, European Academy of Sciences; 2018 McGavock Lecture, Trinity University; 2018-2023 Clarivate Highly Cited Researcher; 2019 C. David Gutsche Award in Calixarene Chemistry; 2019 Foreign Associate Award, Asian Society for Porphyrins and Phthalocyanines; 2019 UT Austin Co-op Career Research Award (highest campus-wide research honor); 2019 Fellow of the ACS; 2019 Asian Conference on Chemosensors and Imaging Probes Distinguished Lectureship Award; 2019 Who's Who Albert N. Marquis Lifetime Achiever; 2020, American Institute of Chemists, Pioneer Award; 2021 ACS Breslow Award in Biomimetic Chemistry; 2021 Elected U.S. National Academy of Sciences; 2022 Elected American Academy of Arts and Sciences; 2022 RSC Mond-Nyholm Prize; 2022 RSC-MASC Supramolecular Chemistry Award; 2023 Elected Foreign Member, Chinese Academy of Sciences; 2024 Stoddart Science Fund Chemist Award; 2025 Fellow, Chinese Chemical Society.
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